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To i The  Under  Secretary 

Via » S/S 

Subject i Soviet  Danual  on  Tactioal  Htaployment  of  Atonio  weapon* 


For  your  information,  CIA  has  distributed  (on  a highly  restricted 
basis)  a report  describing  in  some  detail  a Soviet  "oSanual  on  Organisa- 
tion and  Uonduot  of  Combat  Operations  under  Conditions  in  Which  A tend  o 
Weapons  Are  hEiployed",  issued  by  the  UESK  inlstry  of  Defense  in  1965. 
While  there  is  good  reason,  to  believe  fro/:,  other  sources  that  the  Due- 
elans  have  issued  a manual  on  this  subject,  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  the  present  report  is  authentic,  primarily  because  of  certain  dis- 
crepancies in  the  scientific  information  presented.  The  latter  ray, 
however,  result  from  errors  in  transmission — the  information  was  ob- 
tained through  a clandestine  operation— and  it  nay  bo  possible  to  clari- 
fy the  questionable  points  through  further  questions  to  the  souroe. 

The  Joint  Atomic  facer gy  Intelligence  Committee  ( JAEIC ) is  study- 
ing the  report  from  the  scientific  point  of  view  but  does  not  believe 
that  any  oanolusions  oan  be  drawn  at  this  time  with  rospeet  to  Soviet 
progreat  in  the  development  of  atomlo  weapons.  Un  the  tactical  side, 

G-2  has  ooneltaded  tentatively  that,  if  the  report  is  authentic,  the 
Soviets  have  adopted  taotioal  doctrines  for  the  employment  of  the 
rifle  oorps  which  are  radically  different  from  those  of  World  'for  II. 


W,  Park  Armstrong,  Jr. 
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